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Porters, formal dinners and college weddings – these are just a few of the weird and 
wonderful things I learnt about Cambridge University.   
 
Before coming to Cambridge, I really had 
no idea what to expect. You hear a 
multitude of different rumours, both 
good and bad, but the real Cambridge 
couldn’t be more different.  Upon my 
arrival on the Thursday morning, I 
explored the city and got a feel for the 
atmosphere whilst staring awe-struck at 
the beautiful buildings and architecture. I 
even looked around some of the fantastic 
University Museums and was amazed to 
find dinosaurs and even a giant sloth! 
 
 

When I met my mentor Sandy, a 
Linguistics student at Trinity Hall, I 
immediately knew that I was going to 
be welcome. Everybody I met was so 
friendly, and their enthusiasm for 
their courses really inspired me. 
Staying in such a small college, I 
loved the feel of community spirit 
and how everybody knew and 
supported each other. As well as 
being some of the cleverest in the 
world, I saw a very fun and 
unpretentious side to the students, 

which challenged the idea that Cambridge students do nothing but work! 
 
 
Academically, I was amazed by the quality of teaching 
I experienced during my time in Cambridge. I 
attended a supervision, a lecture and even an 
Icelandic lesson, where I was, understandably, a bit 
confused!  The best part of this was definitely the 
supervision, where the small groups allow you to 
discuss your thoughts and ideas on the subject in 
depth and with individual support from the 
supervisor and other students.  
 
 



 
Have you ever stood on a chair and waved your 
shoes in the air whilst at a formal dinner? This was 
one of the amazingly quirky Trinity Hall traditions 
that I experienced, and that I believe is one of the 
things that makes Cambridge a unique and fun place 
to study. The quality of the food at the formal 
dinners (held about every two weeks) and the fact 
that you get to eat in such a beautiful hall, makes a 
change from the stereotypical student food of baked 
beans on toast! 
 
I was even lucky enough to attend a Super Hall on 
Burns Night, which was a great experience, although 
I wasn’t quite brave enough to try the haggis! 
 

 
 
At the end of the weekend, I was very sad to be leaving 
Cambridge but was so impressed by my experience of the 
University. It really inspired me to aim high and 
motivated me to apply for a place, because if you don’t try, 
you’ll never know! I think that you should put any 
preconceived ideas about Cambridge out of your mind, 
and come and see for yourself – I can guarantee you will 
be as amazed as I was!  
 
Thank you very much to the organisers of the Shadowing 
Scheme for the wonderful experience and for giving me 
an insight into the brilliant University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


