
My Visit to Cambridge University 
 
When I first arrived in the city everyone was so friendly and helpful; already I looked 
forward to the few days ahead of us. As we arrived at the university itself, all the buildings 
were so picturesque and ‘Hogwarts-like’ causing everyone to immediately reach for their 
cameras! 
 
On our first evening we had a welcome meal with all the other shadows. This was a great 
opportunity to talk to the other shadows and see just how far people were willing to travel 
to visit Cambridge! Our meal was held in a hall at St John’s College, where the tables were 
laid out like banquet tables, reminding us very much of Henry VIII. After this we had some 
free time, which enabled us to get to know more about our mentor and friends. 
The accommodation I stayed at was in St John’s College and was university halls, which is 
what you would expect to stay in during your 1st year at university; they were like hotel 
rooms!  
 
The day after I arrived was a very busy day. First I had breakfast (which was amazing) and 
then I went to a 2 hour Maths lecture with my mentor. Even though I barely understood any 
of it, it was such a good experience to have obtained; the lecturers were so friendly and 
down to earth, making me realise that lectures aren’t as scary as they are sometimes made 
out to be!  
 
In the afternoon we went punting which was an equally great experience. Here we got to 
see all the different colleges as we travelled along the river, also learning about the history 
of Cambridge. We then took a long tour around many of the colleges of Cambridge 
University and walked around the market and the shopping streets. At around 4pm we went 
to a gathering at Clare college, which was all about the different courses on offer, and how 
to gain a good chance of being accepted onto them. It was set up so that all the different 
subject areas had at least one current student willing to give advice about that subject, 
which was useful because they were able to tell you the honest truth about the course and 
if it would be suitable for you. This was a great way to round of our first full day at 
Cambridge.  
 
On our final evening of the visit, we went to a ‘Non-Pub Pub Quiz’ at Selwyn College. This 
was a great event, which again, enabled us to meet new people and engage in a fun activity 
together. And although our team didn’t make the top 3, it was definitely worth attending 
just for the social side!  
 
Overall, the Shadowing Scheme was an amazing experience that has made me a lot more 
confident in university life and one I would definitely recommend to anyone! 
 
Sophie Hall 


