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The morning of Thursday 22nd January began with butterflies fluttering around 
my stomach.  I felt extremely nervous yet excited nevertheless to experience 
student life at one of the most prestigious universities in the country.   
I hopped aboard the high speed train up to St Pancras, London with my 
reassuring mum.  Then departed upon another train towards Cambridge 
waving goodbye.  I was only on the train for an hour but was soon met by 
students in bright blue t-shirts.  Along with some other shadows we then took 
the minibus up to Emmanuel College for our introductory talk.   
 
I was then taken to my room in Queens to find it had been double booked!  
Luckily I was given a room twice the size with a top floor view at trinity hall. 
The first night then got into full swing as I was able to meet the other shadows 
from Queens college.  They were from up and down the country and were 
absolutely lovely.  We ventured off to Magdalene college for our first formal 
dinner (wearing jeans) and got there to find we had been relocated to another 
college!  Finally we arrived at Jesus college and had an astonishing 3 course 
meal including watermelon salad and chargrilled loin of pork!  I then collapsed 
in a heap back in my room and facetimed my family to show them my college! 
 
Friday had an early start with a gorgeous full English breakfast.  Then my 
mentor’s friend took me to her two geology lectures from 9am – 11am.  They 
were absolutely fascinating!  Then I was whisked away with some other 
friends to biomedical sciences lectures with a fellow school student.  These 
included pathology and pharmacology both of which were full with humour 
and practical demonstrations!  The lectures gave me the perfect insight into 
the course dynamics.   It was then a short walk back to Queen’s college for 
lunch (although most people cycled)!  At the bar in Queen’s there was a very 
stress-free atmosphere expelling the myths that everyone sits in their room 
studying all day!  We were also given free meal vouchers. 
 
My mentor then took me for a tour of Cambridge and we didn’t have to pay to 
enter any of the colleges or chapels. The architecture was stunning and I was 
struck by the diversity and distinctiveness every college had.  Next we went 
back to a friend’s room and talked about the day’s activities before going off to 
the buttery to have a delicious lasagne meal.  However it was short-lived as 
we soon rushed off to the corpus playroom with another shadow from Wales, 
who was incredibly friendly, with his mentor.  The play was about a man with 
anorexia and was absolutely incredible!  There were only two actors in the 
whole play set in one room but it was very thought provoking and raised great 
awareness for this mental battle.   



I then had the embarrassing experience of forgetting to text my mum which 
resulted in her phoning the emergency number and talking to the scheme 
coordinator (I claimed to have had no reception)! 
 
Saturday was the final morning and after a quick breakfast we headed 
towards the lecture theatre for one final time.  We were given a helpful talk 
regarding admissions and then went to catch our transport home after wishing 
farewell to our mentors. 
 

 
 
Overall it was one of the most insightful, inspiring experiences I have ever had 
and would highly recommend it to anyone.  I wish I could do it all over again!! 
 
 


