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Well, where do I start? 
So, there I was, travelling to Cambridge, alone, nervous, not knowing what these next few 
days or even hours held in store for me. 
“The next stop is Cambridge Train Station. Keep all your belongings with you at all times.” 
All of a sudden I had this rush of adrenaline within my body. Butterflies invading my 
stomach. 
 
The train came to a halt……..I slowly made my way to the door and stepped on to the 
platform…….. A million thoughts ran back and forth within my head. “What if I don't fit in?” 
“ what if I don't like it there?” “What if I get lost?”  
Is saw a CUSU representative in the blue shirt like mentioned in the email. (True sense of 
relief). I signed by my name and stood with the other students. 
Eventually, we all started to communicate and I soon realised that all the stress and worry 
was for no reason. This was a new experience for many others too and they knew just how I 
felt. 
 
We all made our way to Emmanuel College. It was such a grand and beautiful building. 
However, I must say, nothing could beat St. John's College (where I stayed so it could be 
argued as a biased opinion).  
Actually, all the colleges and Cambridge itself were truly AMAZING. 

All of us shadows had a dinner together the day we arrived at Cambridge. The 3 course meal 
was SIMPLY WOW! It was magnificent and the candles and the special entry of the masters 
added to the grand atmosphere. 
 



I was shadowing a medic student in her first year. I couldn't meet up with her on the first 
day but we met up for breakfast. We had a chat and introduced ourselves to each other and 
then planned our busy schedule for the day. I had never been so excited.  
The day was packed with interesting lectures and I was lucky enough to stay through a 
supervision too (which was not stressful or scary at all. In fact, I learnt a lot).  
 
I also had a lot of time to myself to look around Cambridge and buy some souvenirs. 
I got to spend a lot of time with my mentor and her friends outside of lectures and 
supervisions. Did you know that every Cambridge students has their own Cambridge family? 
Me neither. It’s such a crazy but amazing idea. It would really make you feel like your at 
home with your “family” around you. We all had many laughs together, especially when we 
all watched the football match together. It proved wrong every rumour about Cambridge 
because, if you ask me, they all had more of a social life than me. However, they were no 
less in their academic life – full of determination and hard work. Seeing my mentor and her 
friends work made me realise that although it can be tough, it's possible if you truly work 
hard for it. 
 
As the week came to an end, I was sad to leave as I had such a great time but similarly I was 
really excited to see my family again and tell them all about my trip. I had made lots of new 
friends from different schools and different parts of the country.  
I have learnt a lot and had a lot of fun. This opportunity has made me a more confident 
person and seeing all the other university students has helped me realise the passion I have 
within me to one day achieve what they have and even better. 
This is one experience that I shall never forget. 
 
Samira Kanwal  
 


